
 

________________________________ 
*
 E/ESCAP/PTA/IISG(1)/L.1. 

** This document has been issued without formal editing. 

B15-00378  (E)  TP010415 

  

CONFERENCE ROOM PAPER 

E/ESCAP/PTA/IISG(1)/CRP.1 

 
 

 

Distr.: For participants only 

1 April 2015 

 

English only 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
First Meeting of the Interim Intergovernmental Steering Group 

  on Cross-border Paperless Trade Facilitation 

Bangkok, 1-3 April 2015 

Item 4 of the provisional agenda* 

Improvement of the draft text of the regional arrangement 

for the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade 

 

 

Proposed amendments to the draft text of the regional 

arrangement for the facilitation of cross-border 

paperless trade 

Note by the secretariat
**

 

Summary 

The present conference room paper contains the proposed amendments to the 

draft text of the regional arrangement for the facilitation of cross-border paperless trade. 

The Steering Group is invited to review and consider the amendments 

contained in the paper. 

 
Republic of Korea 

(1) Addition of a new article. 

ROK would like to propose an addition of a new provision to make 

current draft text as a framework agreement. There has been an extensive 

discussion on the nature of the draft text, one of them being a framework 

agreement, but no consensus was reached. ROK finds the current draft text 

fits best as a framework agreement providing an overarching broad frame for 

facilitating cross-border paperless trade and also giving a basis for further 

technical and legal works. 

A benchmarking reference for this proposal is Article 17 of the UN 

Framework Convention on Climate Change. The Article is provided for 

reference as follows: 

Article 17 Protocols 

1. The Conference of the Parties may, at any ordinary session, adopt 

protocols to the Convention. 

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the 

Parties by the secretariat at least six months before such as session. 



E/ESCAP/PTA/IISG(1)/CRP.1 

 

2 B15-00378 

3. The requirements for the entry into force of any protocol shall be 

established by that instrument. 

4. Only Parties to the Convention may be Parties to a protocol. 

5. Decisions under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties to the 

protocol concerned. 

From the text of the reference treaty, ROK attempted to come up with 

a draft wording of a newly proposed provision as follows: 

Article X Protocols 

1. The Parties may, at any regular meeting of the Council, adopt relevant 

technical or legal protocols to the present Agreement/Framework 

Agreement/Framework Arrangement. 

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be communicated to the 

Parties by the secretariat at least six months before such a session. 

3. The requirements for the entry into force of any protocol shall be 

established by that instrument. 

4. Only Parties to the present Agreement/Framework 

Agreement/Framework Arrangement may be Parties to a protocol. 

5. Decisions under any protocol shall be taken only by the Parties to the 

protocol concerned. 

The proposed wording is an initial one, and the steering group is 

kindly requested to further deliberate on it, including best location of it 

(article number) within the draft text, improvement of wording and context, 

analysis of its effects to current other provisions, necessity of crating 

additional definition, etc. 

(2) Deletion and revision of articles 

ROK would like to propose deletion of current Article 16. Because 

provisions of this article are already covered in other articles of the draft text, 

it does not seem to play a substantive role by itself. 

Some provisions of the current draft text seem to cause unintended 

confusions. For example, provisions of Article 6 and 12 are sometimes linked 

in their interpretation by readers, although they are totally separate ones. 

Article 6 refers to establishment of a paperless trade committee at national 

level, while Article 12 specifies institutional mechanism to be established 

under the regional arrangement. However, provisions of Article 12 are 

sometimes interpreted as detailed mechanism for establishing a national 

paperless trade committee mentioned in Article 6. Improving language of 

Article 6 or relocating it within the draft text may help. 

ROK would like to propose that the two subgroups go through overall 

review the draft text thoroughly and improve its overall language for clarity 

and accuracy, since they have legal and technical expertise. The two 

subgroups are also requested to revise current provisions as a more of treaty 

text; the current draft text encompasses overuse of generic words. For 

example, it is better to stick to the word “shall” as much as possible, and 

flexibility should be given to subsequent wording after the word “shall”. 
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